
$17 billion applied to proven recycling solutions will have immediate positive impact, including an 
economic benefit of $30.8 billion over 10 years (including wages, taxes, landfill savings, and the 
value of recyclables).*

Improving Our Recycling System  
Will Pay Dividends

Improved recycling 
system delivers  + $30.8B

$17B investment is needed over 5 years
One-Time Investment

Return on  
Investment  
Over 10 Years

112%

 Residential recycling 
solutions for film and 

flexible plastics

New or upgraded 
materials recovery 

facilities to 
support domestic 

manufacturing

Equitable recycling 
for every  

U.S. household

Learn more at: recyclingpartnership.org

increase in  
recycling rate  
from 32-68%

710M
metric tons of  
CO2 equivalent  

avoided

$8.8B
value of  

recyclables

198,000
jobs created

$11B
for wages

$9.4B
landfill 
savings

$

169M tons economic benefit
of new recyclables

This fact sheet details the $17 billion investment called for in The Recycling Partnership’s Paying it Forward: How Investment in 
Recycling Will Deliver Dividends report, which details the scale of challenges associated with creating an equitable recycling 
system and the proven approach to meeting them.

*Wages and taxes were calculated from here: 2020 EPA Recycling Economic Information Report  
www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2020-11/documents/rei_report_508_compliant.pdf

Annual Investments

Education and outreach
strategies to improve 

recycling behavior

$1.2B$4B$3B$4B

http://recyclingpartnership.org
https://recyclingpartnership.org/download/32302/
https://recyclingpartnership.org/download/32302/
https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2020-11/documents/rei_report_508_compliant.pdf

